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Taken in 1995, this photo shows a young man on a bicycle stopping to talk with the
parish priest at the Catholic Church in Jas∏o which dates back to the 1700s. This is
the same church where our Cholewiak ancestors were baptized, attended Mass and
were married. EUROPEAN FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY.

The Cholewiak
Family



From a geographic standpoint, Jas∏o is located in what
would be the southeastern area of today’s Poland what

the Polish people called Ma∏opolska or “Little Poland.” It is
located almost directly south of Warsaw and a little south-
east of Tarnów, only 22 miles north of the border with
today’s Slovakia which is marked by the Carpathian
Mountains or Karpaty as they say in Polish.

The area is generally known as the Pogórze Karpackie
which would translate as the Carpathian Foothills in
English. It is known for wooded hills and mountains. Today
it is considered one of the better tourist areas of Poland
because of its traditional culture and rustic homes plus
many churches, shrines and chapels.

The Beskid Niski, which translates as the Low Beskid,
is the name for the hilly area between Jas∏o and the
Carpathian Mountains. Its highest point reaches up to 9,000
feet. To the southeast, in the southeast corner of today’s
Poland, is the Bieszczady which is a rather wild area of
forests and mountains with a relatively low population.

From a political standpoint, Poland did not exist as a
separate country during
the era when our ances-
tors left. Between 1795
and 1914, Poland was
partitioned between
Austria, Germany and
Russia. William
Hoffman, the author of
the book on Polish names
and current editor of the
newsletter of the Polish
Genealogical Society,
described this situation
as “. . . living under for-
eign emperors who
regarded their new sub-
jects as little more than
tax-paying cannon fod-
der.” This was an era of
rebellion and petty wars.
Among other offenses
and affronts, the Polish
people in these occupied
territories were heavily
taxed to pay for these
wars and their young
men were conscripted

into military service to fight these wars for the occupying
countries.

Austria got the smallest area, only 12 percent, which
effectively included Ma∏opolska and some land to the east.
The policy of the Austrian government was to eliminate
everything Polish including place names. As a result the
Austrians named the area Galacia from the old Roman
name for nearby Ruthenia/Ukrania. Hence, the Polish peo-
ple living here in the 1800s frequently used two names to
identify their region: the traditional Ma∏opolska in Polish,
and Galacia while under Austrian rule.

One researcher says that Galacia had the highest birth
and death rates in Europe and reportedly also had the high-
est income tax rate. In addition to heavy taxes, the Austrian
regime imposed censorship, a police state to terrorize the
residents, and a complex bureaucracy with its numerous
minor laws designed to antagonize the poles. In spite of
this, several sources indicate that the Polish people in the
area occupied by Austria were probably treated the best of
the three occupied areas.
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Jas∏o is located in the far southeastern corner of modern-day Poland. It is
only about 40 miles southeast of Borz´cin, the home of the P∏achno family.
The area is basically the foothills for the Carpathian Mountains which serve
as the border with modern day Slovakia.
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In addition to the Austrian occupation, Galacia also
had serious flooding and health problems in this era. We
know there was heavy flooding at several times but partic-
ularly in 1836. Even today, many of the rivers and major
streams have dikes along their banks to eliminate or at least
reduce the impact of flooding.

Galacia was not alone in suffering from severe health
problems during this period. Medicine was still in its infan-
cy and knowledge of germs and antiseptics was still in the
future. Children were delivered at home by midwives and
many failed to survive. Those that did often failed to reach
adulthood because of lung diseases or malnutrition. There
were also numerous outbreaks of cholera. The first Asiatic
cholera epidemic was recorded in 1831. There were out-
breaks of both cholera and typhus a few years later, in 1847
and 1848. The year 1854 is remembered for The Great
Cholera Epidemic. Throughout the remainder of the centu-

ry, there were additional outbreaks of Cholera in Poland
and Galacia, particularly in 1866, 1873, 1884 and 1892.

Add to this the fact that Poland, and particularly
Galacia, suffered from poor crop yields and resulting star-
vation. The decade from 1846 to 1855 witnessed poor crop
yields in Galacia. One researcher says that the resulting
starvation and epidemic diseases claimed the lives of
200,000 people in Galacia. There was also a substantial
famine in Galacia in 1907. It is significant that this same year
witnessed the largest number of immigrants coming to the
United States.

If you take all of this into consideration, it becomes
obvious that there were several reasons for people to leave
Poland. Most of those who did leave came to the United
States because they knew that there were opportunities
here and relatives or fellow countrymen were already in
America.
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The Rynek or marketplace area in downtown Jas∏o is not far from the Catholic Church. This view
looks north along a main street that continues as a road north of Jas∏o. These buildings have not
changed in decades and the Rynek probably did not look much different when our Cholewiak
ancestors walked and shopped here. EUROPEAN FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY.



Hankówka

Researching the P∏achno family in Borz´cin proved to
be relatively easy because I was able to obtain microfilms of
the Borz´cin church records from the Mormons. I was not

so lucky in looking for the Cholewiak family in Jas∏o. The
Mormons apparently have no copies of the church records
from Jas∏o. They do have microfilms from the military bar-
racks in Jas∏o. I looked at those and immediately discovered
that they were of no value to us. I also tried to contact the
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During World War II, the German Luftwaffe took aerial photos of most of Europe for military pur-
poses. Many of these photos were later captured by American soldiers and today are in the
National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, D.C. This aerial photo of Jas∏o and
Hankówka was taken by a Luftwaffe pilot towards the end of the war on October 14, 1944. I have
shifted the orientation so that north is at the top and it effectively matches the simple map on the
following page. Jas∏o is at the left, about a third of the way down from the top. The Jasio∏ka River
is obvious running to the bottom right as are the two rail lines that split and then run east and
southeast. Hankówka is at the bottom right between the river and the railroad track to the north. It
is obviously still very rural and agricultural even at this relatively late date.

�

Hankówka is just

north of this river



church directly but since I neither speak not write Polish, I
had no success.

What finally transpired is that through networking, I
was able to make contact with Michael Kurtin. He was a
past president of the Polish Genealogical Society of Texas
and was studying at the university in Lublin. He agreed to
help me and wrote to Father K. Tryggar, the current pastor
at the church in Jas∏o, and then visited Jas∏o to view the
records which date back to 1784. What he discovered is that
while the Cholewiak family attended church in Jas∏o, they
actually lived in a little town called Hankówka which is
about two miles east of Jas∏o and across the Jasio∏ka River.

Although a relatively small town, Hankówka was
mentioned in the S∏ownik Geograficzny which is a well-
known gazetteer published in the 1880s giving a written
description of major communities in Poland. Adele Miller
from Chicago translated that listing for me as follows. The
abbreviation “m.” is a standard in that book  for mórg or
mórgia, which is a measure of land area. In Galacia, a mórg
was equal to 1.422 acres.
- - - - - - - - - -

Hankówka, a village on the Jasio∏ka River in the Jas∏o
district (powiat). Belongs to the Roman Catholic Parish, to
the court and post office in Jas∏o, which is 3.5 kilometers
distant. It has 184 inhabitants Roman Catholic, and a loan
office (kasa porzyczkowa) of the district with a capital of 173
z∏otys wa. The larger area (P. Rieger) consists of 93 m.n.a.
plough land, 11 m. of meadows and gardens, 9 m. of pas-
tures, and 1 m. of woods. In the smaller area there are 163
m. of plough land, 70 m. of meadows and gardens, 42 m.
of pastures and 11 m. of woods.
- - - - - - - - - -

I might mention that while the above description
shows that Hankówka was very rural and agricultural in
the 1800s, its features were to change in later years. A cur-

The Plachno Report / November, 1998 • 5

This simple black and white map shows the
roads, railroad lines and rivers in the vicinity of
Jas∏o. The little community of  Hankówka is
located about two miles east of Jas∏o, across the
Jasio∏ka River. Note that there is a major rail-
road line passing through Hankówka.

One of the most attractive features of the
Catholic Church in Jas∏o is the main altar. It is
quite elaborate and is situated in a huge alcove
with its own dome and stained glass windows.
EUROPEAN FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY.



rent map shows a major rail line passing through the town
with several spur tracks serving industries.

Wawrzyniec Holewiak

The very first record we can find for the Holewiak
family is the birth of Magdalena Holewiak on May 15, 1803.
Her parents were Wawrzyniec (Lawrence) Holewiak and
Katarzyna Zajàc.

In spite of research back into the Jas∏o records, there is
no birth record for Wawrzyniec or Katarzyna nor any mar-
riage record for them. Hence, the only logical assumption is
that they moved into Hankówka as a young couple some-
time around 1800, most likely because of work or employ-
ment. Research into available records provides no hint as to
where they came from or lived prior to Hankówka. The
only possible hint we have comes from William F.

Hoffman’s book on Polish Surnames. Since the word
Cholewa means the top of knee-boots or a bootleg, the fam-
ily could have been boot makers at one time. Cholewiak
could mean the son of someone named Cholewa. Records
indicate that there are 175 people living in Poland in the
1990s with the surname of Cholewiak.

We are not sure whether Wawrzyniec and Katarzyna
had children previous to Magdalena because there are no
records in Jas∏o. However, the Jas∏o church records do show
that two additional children were born into the family.
Ka˝imierz (Casimir) was born on December 29, 1807 and
Micha∏ (Michael) was born on September 22, 1812.

Family legends suggesting that the family surname
picked up an initial “C” because of a flourish on a signature
are cute but inaccurate. In the early 1800s, the family name
was spelled Holewiak. Later in the century the name
appears in records as Cholewiak. This same thing hap-
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A few older homes still stand on the west side of Jas∏o. Early homes were built of logs or timbers
like this one. Some of the later ones had a clay or plaster exterior. The homes of our ancestors
would probably have been similar to this in being basically logs or timbers and being relatively
simple in design and construction. EUROPEAN FOCUS PHOTOGRAPHY.
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The town square in Jas∏o is not a square at all but a circle in the Rynek or marketplace area. This
photo shows it planted with flowers. Numerous cars are parked in the area today but in the 1800s,
the typical means of transport would have been horse, wagon or foot. EUROPEAN FOCUS PHOTOGRA-

The southern side
of the Catholic
Church in Jas∏o. It
is obvious that the
original portions
of the church were
built of natural
stone. Records
indicate that the
church dates from
about 1780. EURO-
PEAN FOCUS PHO-
TOGRAPHY.



pened elsewhere in Poland at this time as several names
starting with “H” suddenly grew a “C” on the front. A
major part of the reason for this is that the priests who
wrote down the records were frequently the only people in
town who could read and write. Since this same situation
happened elsewhere in Poland, we can presume that there
was some sort of directive or trend at this time that added
the initial “C” to certain names starting with “H.”

Ka˝imierz Cholewiak

Our branch of the Cholewiak family continues on
with Ka˝imierz who married Katarzyna Kwarciany.

Katarzyna was born in Hankówka on July 11, 1818.
Her parents were Sebastian Kwarciany and Regina whose

maiden name was Ko∏ek. Regina’s birth record shows her
name as Marianna but she is shown as Regina on her mar-
riage record. The family name Kwarciany most likely comes
from the Polish work kwarta meaning quart. This would be
a word used among dairy farmers, an occupation that
would be typical in Hankówka.

Ka˝imierz and Katarzyna were married in the church
in Jas∏o on October 6, 1834. Ka˝imierz would have been
nearly 26 years and ten months old at the time of his mar-
riage while Katarzyna would have been 16 years and three
months old. Records show that a total of eight children
were born to them. Marianna was born on March 1, 1839.
Tomasz was born on December 8, 1841. Katarzyna was born
on October 19, 1848. Agnieszka was born on August 20,
1850. Marcin was born on October 14, 1852. The first son
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Marriage Certificate for Józef and Marianna from the Church records in Jas∏o.
1. Year and record number: Hankówka 1881, page 55, entry #2
2. First and last name, religion, place of residence of groom: Józef Cholewiak, bachelor, son of
Ka˝imierz and Katarzyna Kwarciany.
3. Day and place of birth of groom: 12 January 1858, Hankówka
4. First and last name, religion, place of residence of bride: Marianna Ba∏ut called DybaÊ, daughter
of Mateusz Ba∏ut-DybaÊ and Franciszka Cieciora.
5. Day and place of birth of bride: 7 April 1862, Hankówka
6. Where and when marriage took place: Jas∏o, 21 October 1881
7. Witnesses: Antoni Ba∏ut, Marcin Cholewiak



named Antoni was born on January 20, 1856 but records
showed he either died at birth or within a few hours. Józef
was born on February 12, 1858. And the second son named
Antoni was born on January 7, 1862.

Józef Cholewiak

According to the information I have, the church birth
record for Józef gives his birth date as February 12, 1858 but
his later marriage record and death record show his birth
date as January 12, 1858. I would go with the birth record
since the births are recorded in order while the date on the
marriage and death record may have come from memory.

Józef married Maria Ba∏ut, the daughter of Mateusz
Ba∏ut and Franciszka nee Cieciora. She was born in
Hankówka on October 21, 1862. Family tradition held that
Maria’s maiden name was DybaÊ. While the name DybaÊ

does show up on some of her records, it apparently was
only a family nick name. My impression is that this is the
typical small town way of differentiating between families .
. . the Smiths by the hill or the Smiths by the river. The priest
in Jas∏o says that there are people in the area named DybaÊ,
but this particular nick name may refer to a local area or
large hill nearby.

This is also the first time we find an occupation in the
records. Józef’s occupation is given as Kmieç in the church
records. This translates as a self-supporting farmer. Family
tradition suggests that some of these ancestors raised sheep
which may well still fall into this category.

Józef and Maria were married on October 21, 1881 in
the church in Jas∏o.  He would have been nearly 24 years old
and she would have been 19 and a half years old. Witnesses
at the wedding include Antoni Ba∏ut, probably a brother or
uncle to Maria, and Marcin Cholewiak who was Józef’s
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Death Certificate for Józef Cholewiak from the Church records in Jas∏o.
1. Year and record number: 1891, page 83, entry #2
2. First and last name: Józef Cholewiak, husband of Marianna Ba∏ut called DybaÊ
3. Age: 12 January 1858, Hankówka
4. First and last name of parents: Ka˝imierz and Katarzyna Kwarciany
5. Place and date of death: Hankówka, 14 February 1891
6. Place and date of burial: Jas∏o, 16 February 1891



older brother. Records at the church in Jas∏o only show that
three children were born to them. The first child, Józefa was
born only 11 months after the wedding on September 11,
1882. Jan was born on June 3, 1885. Katarzyna, the last child
in the records, was born on October 8, 1887.

At least two family members suggest that there may
have been at least one other child. However, the records
have been gone over twice and there is no record of a fourth
child being born to Józef and Maria in Jas∏o. Based on
Józef’s death in Hankówka, it is also very unlikely that they
could have had a child somewhere else. 

Józef died on February 14, 1891. Jan would only have
been five and a half years old and hence would never have
known his real father. Maria remarried about eight months

later. This may sound rather sudden by modern standards
but it was typical in Poland at that time. People felt that kids
needed two parents and it was difficult to be a single parent
at that time. Hence, single parents with younger children
tended to get remarried quickly.

Maria married Maciej Âmietana on October 29, 1891.
Witnesses were Jan Kotkowicz and Mateusz Stock, neither
of which show up in any other record. Maciej would have
been about about 26 and a half years old and Maria would
have been about 29 and a half years old, making her an
“older woman.” Maciej was born in Laski, Poland (there are
at least a half-dozen towns with this name) of  on February
10, 1865. His parents were Stefan Âmietana and Maria nee
Uchwat. Family tradition holds that his name was Julius,
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Marriage Certificate for Maciej Âmietana and Maria Cholewiak from the Church records in Jas∏o.
1. Year and record number: Hankówka 1891, page 61, entry #1
2. First and last name, religion, place of residence of groom: Maciej Âmietana, son of Stefan and
Maria Uchwat
3. Day and place of birth of groom: 10 February 1865, Laski
4. First and last name, religion, place of residence of bride: Maria Cholewiak, widow after the
deceased Józef, daughter of Mateusz Ba∏ut and Franciszka Cieciora.
5. Day and place of birth of bride: 7 April 1862, Hankówka
6. Where and when marriage took place: Jas∏o, 29 October 1891
7. Witnesses: Jan Motkowicz, Mateusz Stoch



but there is no mention of that name in any of the records.
However, it could certainly have been a nick name. It might
also be mentioned that the name Âmietana means sour
cream, which is another possible link to dairy farming in
the area.

Jan Cholewiak

The birth record for Jan shows that he was born in
house #10 in Hankówka, which gives you some idea of the
size of the town. At that time, house numbers were given in
the order they were built in each town regardless of their
actual street address. This practice still goes on in smaller
communities in parts of Europe.

The midwife who assisted at Jan’s birth was Dorota
Cholewiak who was most likely an aunt. Jan was baptized
in the church in Jas∏o on June 4, 1885. The priest who per-
formed the baptism was Father Franciszek ˚yglowicz. One
Godparent was Pawe∏ Cholewiak. He is listed as a zagrod-
nik or farmer and was most likely an uncle. The other
Godparent was Zofia Cieciora, the wife of Jan the farmer
from Brzyszczek (the next town north of Hankówka). A
good guess would make her the wife of Maria’s maternal
uncle.

Of course, Jan became my grandfather John. We do
not yet have a record on when or how he came to the United
States but he married W∏adys∏awa Kubeczka on November
12, 1913 in Chicago, Illinois. They had six children. Marie
Irene was born on January 31, 1916, Alex was born on June
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Baptismal Certificate for Jan Cholewiak from the Church records in Jas∏o.
1. Year and record number: 1885, page 40, entry #5, Hankówka Religion: Roman-Catholic
2. First and last name: Jan Cholewiak
3. Name of father: Józef, the sone of Ka˝imierz and Katarzyna Kwarciany
4. Name and maiden name of mother: Maria Ba∏ut, the daughter of Mateusz and Franciszka Cieciora
5. Place and date of birth: Hankówka, 3 June 1885, house number 10
6. Baptismal parish: Jas∏o-Fara [Fara means parish church]

Baptism date: 4 June 1885
7. Warnings in baptismal notes: None noted Godparents: Pawe∏ Cholewiak and Zofia Cieciora, the
wife of Jan from Brzyszczek



27, 1917, Florence H. was born on July 13, 1919, Joseph
(Jowsah) was born on January 2, 1921, Raymond was born
on May 10, 1923, and, Virginia was born on May 27, 1925.

Jan passed away in Chicago on November 12, 1983 at
the age of 98.

Notes

Color photos credited to European Focus
Photography are copyrighted but these and others can be
purchased by contacting James A. Derheim at European
Focus Photography, PO Box 550, Bountiful, Utah 84011-
0550, phone (800) 401-7802, or email JDerheim@aol.com.
Additional copies of this issue of The Plachno Report are

available from Larry Plachno, 9704 West Judson Road, Polo,
Illinois 61064, day phone (815) 946-2341, or email lplach-
no@plachno.com.

The Plachno Report is a non-commercial genealogical
publication with a very limited circulation among members
of the Plachno family and those who share similar
genealogical interests. #
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Photo of the Cholewiak family of Chicago. Original taken circa 1928/1929 by Pulaski Photo Art
Studio at 957 Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago. Enlarged and enhanced by The Studio in Polo,
Illinois in July of 1998. Left to right: Raymond, Alex, Grandma Lottie (W∏adys∏awa Kubeczka),
Mary (standing), Virginia (the youngest, sitting), Grandpa John (Jan) Cholewiak, Florence (stand-
ing), and Joe/Jowsah (the youngest boy, standing with the surprised look at the far right).


