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Those who have received these P∏achno family ge-
nealogical newsletters in the past are undoubtedly
aware that there has been a five-month gap since the

last issue in June. Since we are again seeing some progress,
I felt that at least a basic update was called for.

Although my initial plans were to try to continue
these newsletters on a monthly basis, several things hap-
pened which caused me to postpone the next issue. The
most obvious was that hoped-for genealogical research
from Poland on newer Borz´cin church records failed to
show up while some staff changes left me short handed in
my office. At much this same time, my father went into the
hospital for a pacemaker. Sadly, he never seemed to fully
recover and passed away on September 13 – exactly five
years later and on the exact date we lost a son.

It appears that we have recently made some head-
way and progress on the family tree and have some new
information. Here is a short progress report explaining re-
cent activity and where we are going next.

Borz´cin

The biggest news is the receipt of additional infor-
mation on the P∏achno family tree in Borz´cin. A portion
of the information requested from the genealogical service
bureau in Tarnów arrived. Among other things we dis-
covered that grandpa John (Jan) P∏achno was born on
August 24, 1881 and baptized in Borz´cin on August 28
with witnesses (presumably Godparents) Jan Rogó  ̋and

Katarzyna P∏achno. The names of both witnesses or
Godparents are very logical. Grandpa Jan had an uncle
named Jan Rogó .̋ He also had an aunt named Katarzyna
P∏achno, who married Franciszek KwaÊniak.

As we already knew, Uncle Stanley was born on May
21, 1887. He was baptized Stanis∏aw on May 22 with wit-
nesses Józef Kopacz and Anna P∏achno. Unlike grandpa
Jan, I cannot account for either of the witnesses or
Godparents. Józef Kopacz could have been a neighbor since
that family name has not turned up in any of my research.
I also have been unable to locate an Anna P∏achno in the
direct family line other than a cousin who died as a baby
about eight years earlier. My records from Borz´cin how-
ever do show two other adults named Anna P∏achno at this
time but I have not been able to connect either of them with
our direct line. All of this tends to show me that I still have
more work to do to find links between many of these dis-
jointed records.

Having my name published in the Bulletin of the
Polish Genealogical Society of American has led to what I
hope is the start of contacts with other people doing ge-
nealogical research in Borz´cin. New contacts include
Kathy Rogus in Medinah, Illinois and the Drew-Plachner
family in Edmonton, Alberta. This Canadian branch of the
P∏achno family changed their name to Plachner while still
in Poland. I am still trying to locate a Carol Haring from
Colorado who did extensive research on the P∏achno fam-
ily of Borz´cin including tracing the family tree back to
Andrzej P∏achno who was born in Borz´cin in 1708. 
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Taking all of the bits and pieces I have from several
sources, including my own research from the Mormon mi-
crofilms of Borz´cin church records, I have now been able
to trace back to this same individual in 1708. However, the
interesting thing is that I have not yet found a direct link
up the P∏achno line – my link is up the Czuj line and then
through the Rogó  ̋family to Marcin P∏achno who was born
in Borz´cin in 1819.

On Saturday, November 8, I went back to the Mormon
Family History Center to reorder some microfilms and
study one older Borz´cin microfilm covering baptisms
from 1802 to the mid-1800s. I did find that Marcin P∏achno
had an older brother named Thomas who was born in 1806,
however I do not yet have enough information to say
whether he was my great-great-grandfather.

All of this has prompted me to take two different
courses of action in the near future. One is that I am going
to purchase a real genealogical program for my computer
since my information is expanding and getting increas-
ingly complex. My hope is to get this operational by the
end of the year so I can use it to aid me in future research
with the microfilms. The second thing is that I am going to
find time to get back into researching the Mormon micro-
films of Borz´cin. Although I have gone back three gener-
ations on both sides of the family, I now have numerous
other disjointed family lines plus some obvious missing
information in several areas. Hopefully I will be able to ob-
tain more information from the microfilms in the hope of
continuing to find links and getting more information on
the various branches of the P∏achno family tree.

My eventual goal is to get enough information so that
I can put together a series of newsletters on Borz´cin. In
addition to genealogical information I also plan to include
maps, a description of Borz´cin in the 1880s, and some
Polish history which pertains to Borz´cin at this time. All
of this will hopefully give us a good idea of what it was
like to live in Borz´cin in the late 1800s.

Jas∏o and Gdynia

On several occasions in the past, I have tried to track
down information on my mother’s father, John Cholewiak
who was born in Jas∏o. Attempts to find any Mormon mi-
crofilm records have not proven successful. However, my
ongoing correspondence finally led me to photos of Jas∏o,
which in turn led me to a possible source for information.
What I discovered is that many of the Polish people from

Jas∏o settled in Texas. I contacted the president of the Polish
Genealogical Society of Texas and discovered that one of
their past officers is now studying in Lublin and has agreed
to search the church records in Jas∏o for several members.
I was recently able to contact this same man who agreed
to search for the Cholewiak/Holewiak family at the same
time. While there is no guarantee that this will eventually
turn up information, at least we have a chance.

I might also mention that my attempts to find any
trace of the Kubeczka family of my maternal grandmother
have proven unsuccessful. We know that W∏adys∏awa
Kubeczka was born in or near Gdynia on June 16, 1893.
However, the Mormon microfilms I have located on Gdynia
do not show her or any other member of the Kubeczka fam-
ily. My surmise at this point is that she was not born in
Gdynia but in one of the neighboring towns. I have not yet
given up on this and recently contacted a researcher in
Warsaw who may be able to help by trying to locate the
proper town where the Kubeczka family lived. Once we
locate the right town, we should be able to trace the fam-
ily through church records. Wish me luck.

PGSA Publications

Finally, I should mention that I have had and will
have several items printed in the publications of the Polish
Genealogical Society of America. While none are particu-
larly outstanding, I am finding that getting my name in
print often generates contacts and help from others re-
searching in the same areas. Past items in print include two
short columns concerning my dealings with genealogical
suppliers and a third listing the family names and towns
where I am researching and have an interest.

Two articles are scheduled for publication in the near
future. One article covers the interesting fact that our grand-
parents both came from the same town in Poland yet were
married in Chicago. This will hopefully encourage others
researching Borz´cin or the P∏achno family to contact me.
William Hoffman, the editor of the PGSA Bulletin, recently
asked me to write up an article on the Mormon Family
History Centers from the standpoint of PGSA members
who have never been to one. This has been completed and
sent to him just a few days ago. It will probably be printed
early in 1998. ❐
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