
There are several notes left over from The
Plachno Report #10 dated June, 2015 that
I planned to eventually put together for

those interested in the history behind the
P∏achno family name. These deal with a con-
vergence of several things and developments
that came together in the late 1600s that
brought about our family name. The problem
has always been trying to figure out where in-
teresting information and family background
becomes tedious history. Hence, you might
find some of this interesting while other parts
of it may not be.

There are three basic areas I would like
to cover in this report. One is the location of
Poland on the European continent and the re-
sulting impact of that location on the people of
Poland. The second is Polish names and par-
ticularly where things stood in the late 1600s
regarding families taking surnames. The third
is some of the background behind the many
years of invasion, battles and conflicts with the
Muslim Ottoman Empire in Europe that
brought about the battle where our family
name originated.

1. Poland’s Location

This is one of those “good news, bad
news” scenarios that keep flipping back and
forth. But it does have substantial impact on
how we got our family name.  
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How Poland Twice Saved Europe
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Poland’s location in Europe made it somewhat
of a crossroads. You can ride a train from West-
ern Europe, across Poland and Russia into Asia,
usually considered to be the longest railroad
journey in the world. This shows part of the
Trans-Siberian Railway.



Let’s start with the good news that most
of Poland is relatively flat, is well drained by
rivers and has good agricultural land. While
the rivers occasionally overflow, the weather
is not that much different than the Midwest
United States (possibly a little cooler) and
hence Poland has a good growing season and
usually good crops. 

Geographically, the Polish plains are a
major gateway between Europe and Asia.
Poland is bordered on the north by the Baltic
Sea and on the south by the Carpathian moun-
tains that extend west to Germany and south-
east to the Black Sea. Hence, Poland is located
on many of the early trade routes. Because of
this traffic, it became one of the most metropol-
itan countries of Europe. There is a railroad
that extends from Western Europe through
Berlin, Warsaw and Moscow and eventually
ends up in Peking, China. While you have to
change trains because of different gauges, it
does offer the longest rail journey in the world
and has become a “classic” for the railroad
people.

The Slavonic tribe known as the Polanie
(which means the people who dwell in the
fields and open country) gave Poland its name.
It essentially serves as a border country since
the countries to the east typically use the Cry-
illic instead of the Roman alphabet. Developed
by a Greek monk named Cyril around 860 to
bring Christian writing to converts, this alpha-
bet is based on Greek but has about a dozen
extra letters to represent Slavic sounds.

The bad news is that the Baltic Sea and
Carpathian Mountains form a funnel that
makes Poland the crossroads of this part of the
world. To the east were the Cossacks and Rus-
sians while to the west were the Prussians and
Germans. The Poles were often overrun by one
group or the other so they either became good
fighters or gave in to being occupied. One au-
thor called the Polish Plains “The Bloodland.”
It is important that at the time the P∏achno
name came about, the Poles were independent
and well respected in battle. If not, goodness
knows what name our family would have
ended up with.
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Bordered on the north by the Baltic Sea and on the south by the Carpathian Mountains, Poland
was the logical route between Europe and Asia. On the positive side, this put Poland on major
trade routes and gave the country a metropolitan flavor. On the negative side, Poland stood in
the path of any unfriendly armies moving in either direction.



2. Polish Family Names

The second factor involved in us receiv-
ing a family name was that this was the era
when families began looking for a family name
to identify themselves. As you might expect,
the need for a family name originated with the
nobility and royalty to deal with the succession
of property, taxation, and nobles having the
same first name. This last item was an impor-
tant consideration in Poland where most of the
country was Catholic and most of the kids
were given popular biblical names.

Up until the 1400s, the common method
the Polish nobles used was to indicate the
names of their land holdings. Hence, the no-
bleman Jan whose estate covered the area
known as Kraków would have been known as
Jan z Kraków. However, in the 1400s the Polish
nobility began switching to adjectival names
formed by adding the suffix -ski to the name of
the nobleman’s property estate. Hence, Jan z
Kraków now became known as Jan
Krakówski. 

Polish nobles without major estates took
on names based on their coat of arms, their fa-
ther’s name, their title, or some particular fea-
ture or trait. However, most all ended in -ski
because that was the mark of nobility.These
names for the Polish nobility ending in -ski be-
came firmly established between 1400 and the
1600s. Once surnames became expected for the
Polish nobility, wealthier non-nobles and Pol-
ish businessmen decided they wanted a sur-
name too. The peasants eventually wanted
surnames too but it looks like many did not get
family names until the late 1600s or even early
1700s. Church records in Borz´cin are hard to
find prior to the early 1700s which suggests
that is was in this era when many families
picked or were given family names.

As with other countries, surnames for
the merchants and peasants came from a num-
ber of sources including occupations, personal
traits, the name of their town, a prominent fea-
ture near where they lived, and the expected
patronymics based on the name of their father.

What is interesting in Polish names is that since
the nobility frequently had names ending in -
ski, many of the other Polish people either
picked or changed to a surname ending in -ski
so their name would sound like nobility. In
these cases the additional -ski on the end was
meaningless.

An interesting example, and one of the
most popular surnames in Europe, is based on
the occupation of blacksmith. In English this
was obviously Smith while in German it was
Schmidt. In Polish, the name for blacksmith is
kowal and hence there are numerous families
named Kowal or Kowalski.

My Report #7 dated June, 1997 lists the
names of several related Polish families and
what their name means. The Âmietana name
comes from cream or sour cream and appar-
ently connects them with a dairy or dairy farm.
G∏àb seems to come from a stalk of cabbage
and Cholewiak may originate from part of a
boot or a family of bootmakers. All this and
more can be found in this report if you would
like to go back and review it. The point is that
in 1698 our ancestors probably did not yet have
a family name while the country was moving
in that direction. Twenty years earlier or later
we might not have been given a name like this
under similar circumstances. The timing was
right.
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This painting depicts one of the many battles
between the Europeans and Ottoman Turks.
While there were cannon in later battles, mov-
ing the troop and equipment was a major prob-
lem in the days prior to good roads.



3. Invasion, Conflict and War

The third thing that had to take place
was a battle or war where our ancestor was
recognized for his activity and named accord-
ingly. It would help set the scene if Poland was
independent and highly regarded in battle. On
the positive side, this was true. Poland was in-
dependent and highly regarded in battle in
1698. On the negative side, what has been
slowing me down is the fact that to fully ex-
plain the background leading up to the Battle
of Podhajce in 1698 would take a ten-volume
history of the world. 

In these early days prior to golf and tel-
evision, it seems that the standard diversion
for royalty and kings was battles and wars. In
many cases weapons were not sophisticated
and the peasants were considered little more
than cannon fodder for the battles of the kings.
Based on what I have found, our ancestors in
Poland were probably just a little better treated
than in many other countries. In any event, I
had no choice but to pick and choose what to
include and not include. In some areas I will
quickly gloss over centuries of history while
providing more detail where I think it is war-
ranted.

The Roman Empire

I think that the best place to start is with
the old Roman Empire. Constantine The Great
came to power in Rome in 306. He was the first
Christian leader of Rome, possibly because his
mother, St. Helena, was a pius Christian
known for bringing the True Cross and the
Sancta Scala from Jerusalem to Rome. In 313,
Constantine made Christianity (and all reli-
gions) legal in Rome, thus reversing the previ-
ous persecution of Christians by Nero and
other Roman leaders. Up until this time being
elected pope was essentially a sentence of
death. He also split the empire into two parts
based on some earlier efforts by Diocletian.
Historians tend to give two major reasons for
this. One is that Rome was already in decline,
was becoming economically unsound and

would be difficult to defend from invading
barbarians. The second is that at this time it
was Greece and what is now the area around
Asia Minor that was the center of Christianity.

The Romans had increasingly become
soft and dependant on money from conquered
nations to support their lifestyle. They had al-
ready started to move away from marriage
and families and to accept abortion. This is
why modern demographers point out that our
society is following in the footsteps of Rome. It
also became obvious that Rome would be dif-
ficult to defend from the lesser-educated peo-
ples in neighboring areas.

Meanwhile, much early Christian activ-
ity was taking place in Greece and Asia Minor.
Many of the letters of the apostles and early
saints were written to Christian communities
in Asia Minor and Greece while some of the
early Church meetings and Councils were held
in this area. St. Paul, the apostle to the gentiles,
was born in Tarsus which is just west of Adana
in modern Turkey. There is still an old Roman
bridge across the Seyhan River in Adana that
marked the old Silk Road trade route. Adana
today is a major bus building area.

What Constantine The Great did was to
create a second empire in this area. The old city
of Byzantium on the Bosphorus between the
Black Sea and the Aegean Sea was renamed
Constantinople after himself. It not only could
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Rome was already in decline when Constantine
decided to create a second empire in Constan-
tinople. Until 313, Rome did not accept Chris-
tianity and many Christians died here in the
Coliseum. 



control shipping in the area but was also easier
to defend. This also split Christianity to some
extent. The Roman church using Latin re-
mained in Rome while the Eastern or Ortho-
dox Church used Greek and was
headquartered in Constantinople. The leaders
of the Eastern Church are still here today.

As expected, Rome fell to the barbarians
in 476 giving way to what came to be called the
Dark Ages because these new groups were not
well educated. Eventually, what was called the
Holy Roman Empire emerged. As some people
have said, it was really not holy, not Roman
and not an empire but much of Germany and
possibly a little France held together by a ruller
who had little real authority. Pope Leo III
crowned Charlemagne as Emperor on Decem-
ber 25, 800 while he stood in a circle in the orig-
inal St. Peter’s in Rome. That circle was moved
to the new St. Peters and you can stand in it
yourself today.

The Holy Roman Empire really did not
do much to unify Europe and eventually died
out. It was replaced by individual countries
closer to what we know today. Much of Eu-
rope accepted Christianity and worked closely
with the pope but it took hundreds of years
after Rome for all of this to happen.

The Invasion of Europe by the Ottoman
Turks

Meanwhile, as Christianly increased in
Europe, it had problems in Asia Minor as the
Ottoman Turks took over Constantinople in
1453 and renamed it Istanbul. Christianity was
replaced by the Muslim faith. Hagia Sophia be-
came a mosque although the Eastern Orthodox
faith survived.

Crucial to our Polish story is the fact that
the Ottoman Turks did not stop in Istanbul but
continued west to Greece and the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Initially they pillaged the coast and
took slaves back for their harems. At the same
time the Barbary Pirates from North Africa
were making their way up the west coast of
Europe, sometimes as far north as Iceland, also
pillaging and taking slaves. As my brother
Ronald has pointed out, this shows that the
slave trade was started by non-Christians and
only in later years did the Europeans get in-
volved in the other direction.

What happened next is that the Ottoman
Turks began to overrun and try to take over
parts of Europe. From Greece they went north
through what we today call the Balkan States
and eventually reached modern day Austria
and Poland. Two pieces of information on this
are important. One is that since Europe had be-
come mainly Christian while the Ottoman
Turks were Muslims, these battles took on a re-
ligious significance.

The second item of significance is that
this invasion and resulting battles continued
over a substantial period covering a couple
hundred years. I suspect that one of the rea-
sons why this was prolonged is because what
is now the Balkan States were not well organ-
ized and did not have a national army. Local
leaders were not powerful enough to repel in-
vaders. It seemed that the Ottoman Turks only
met serious resistance when they went beyond
this area. Historians suggest that there may
well have been years of peace between battles
when the two groups lived side by side. Here
are some notes on a couple of interesting

– Page 5 –

When built, the Hagia Sophia was originally the
largest Christian church in the world. When
the Ottoman Turks took over, the minarets
were built and it became a mosque. Today it is
a historical attraction for tourists in Istanbul.



events that led up to the battle where our fam-
ily got named.

One source says that in the early years
of this invasion, about 1462, a major Ottoman
force came up the Danube and stumbled into
the area around Transylvania ruled by Vlad III,
known as Vlad the Impaler, the second son of
Vlad Dracul. Dracul means dragon but some
people referred to Vlad III as Dracula. The Ot-
toman Turks found an area where about 20,000
people had been impaled and wisely decided
to avoid Vlad and went another way. The con-
nection between Dracula and vampires was
made in a 1897 book by Bram Stoker that com-
bined the folklore legends of Romanian blood-
sucking vampires with Vlad the Impaler to
create the fictional character of Count Dracula
of Transylvania.

Jumping ahead many years, the Ot-
toman Turk invasion eventually involved Pol-
ish troops. A battle between the Poles and
Turks in Hungary in 1672 saw the Polish army

defeated and withdrawing. As a result, the Pol-
ish Sejm (Commonwealth Parliament) organ-
ized a large army under Jan Sobieski who won
a battle near Chocim in 1673. Sobieski had de-
veloped a light cavalry known as the Hussars
that proved to be very effective against the un-
mounted armies of those days fighting with
clubs and pikes. This gave Poland a substantial
reputation on the battlefield. Sobieski was
elected King of Poland in 1673 and was highly
regarded for his battlefield abilities.

The Battle of Vienna

All of this leads to the Battle of Vienna
in 1683 which was arguably the major battle
that ended the Ottoman Turk invasion of Eu-
rope. This battle was a turning point in history
since Poland not only saved Western Civiliza-
tion (for the first time) but was also responsible
for what is called the largest cavalry charge in
history.
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The Danube River flows east to the Black Sea which was controlled by the Ottoman Turks at Is-
tanbul. It was one way for them to get troops and equipment into Europe for battles. This map
does show Moldova east of Romania.



To explain the Battle of Vienna we need
to start with the fact that transportation was
difficult in 1683. There were no “streets” out-
side of towns and no highways connecting
cities. There were no railroads and no powered
vehicles and machinery. While the armies had
cannons, they had to be moved by horses or
people along questionable unpaved paths or
trails. This is why some of these conflicts lasted
over many years – it took time to move troops
and any military equipment.

Transportation continued to be substan-
tially based on water. Many if not most major
cities of Europe were located on rivers or were
ports on the ocean or sea. For centuries the Ot-
toman Turks had used the Danube River as a
way to move troops and military equipment
into Europe. It flows basically east and empties
into the Black Sea which was substantially con-
trolled by the Ottoman Turks at Istanbul.
Hence, the Turks got the idea of attacking and
taking over Vienna. Since it is located on the
Danube, they could more easily resupply their
troops if they took over the city. Vienna then
could become a base for taking over Europe
and spreading Islam. 

The story behind the Battle of Vienna is
quite involved. I have found two books just on
this one battle and the battle is mentioned in

every book covering the Ottoman Turk inva-
sion. However, I will try to hold to just the key
points. 

This was the second attempt by the
Turks to take Vienna, the first had taken place
in 1529. This time the Turks were taking their
time and had planned way ahead. They had re-
built bridges and roads in the area to help their
own troop movements and resupply. Cannon,
ammunition and other resources had already
been moved into the area. What also did not
help is that the citizens of Vienna had been
fighting the plague for four years and were
being cut off from supplies by the Turks.

A few days before approaching Vienna,
Kara Mustafa Pasha in charge of the Turkish
troops convinced the town of Parchtoldsdorf
just south of Vienna to surrender to him. This
resulted in a mass slaughter by the Turks.
Hence, it was not surprising that on July 14,
1683, when Kara Mustafa Pasha demanded the
surrender of Vienna, the troops refused, al-
though they were badly outnumbered.
Records suggest that there were only 15,000
troops and 8,700 volunteers actually in the city
while Mustafa reportedly had a force of
150,000.

What transpired is that the Ottoman
sappers repeatedly blew up large portions of
the walls of the city. This delay in attacking Vi-
enna had given time for other European troops
to arrive although the total numbers were still
less than half of the Turkish force. By Septem-
ber 1st it became obvious that the Turks would
overrun the walls and the fight would take
place in the inner city.

And then the Poles arrived. Honoring a
previous treaty for self defense, King Jan So-
bieski led his Hussar Cavalry down from War-
saw through the mountains. On September
6th, they crossed the Danube 30 kilometers
north of Vienna. While there was some brief
discussion over who was going to pay for
what, there was no question of overall leader-
ship. The command of all of the European al-
lies was entrusted to the King of Poland
because his courage and remarkable aptitude
was known throughout Europe.
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Then the Poles arrived. King Jan Sobieski
brought his Polish cavalry from Warsaw to de-
fend and save Vienna. This is reportedly the
largest cavalry charge in the history of the
world – and one of the most successful.



Sobieski organized the troops and came
up with a battle plan. Bear in mind that the Eu-
ropeans were outnumbered two-to-one by the
Turks but had the Polish cavalry on their side.
The confederated troops met on the Kahlen-
berg hill above Vienna and built bonfires. Be-
fore the battle, a Mass was celebrated for the
King of Poland and his nobles. Knowing that
the additional troops would only make things
worse for the Turks, Mustafa soon began an at-
tack and the ground troops began fighting in
the plain south of Vienna.

After hours of fighting, the troops on the
ground saw the Polish Hussars slowly emerge
from the woods above the fighting led by So-
bieski and carrying their White Eagle flag.
They were 18,000 in number, the largest cav-
alry attack in history. The European troops
began cheering while many of the Turks began
to flee the battlefield. One can only guess at the
reaction of both the European army and the
Ottoman army at seeing the King of Poland,
the White Eagle flag, and the largest cavalry in
the history of the world ready to ride down
and join the battle. 

Sobieski sent them in four groups; three
from Poland and one from the Holy Roman
Empire.  Within three hours of the cavalry at-
tack the battle was over and Vienna was saved.
By the time that the Viennese garrison got to
the battlefield, they were no longer needed.
Most of the Turkish equipment had been aban-
doned on the battlefield. Sobieski paraphrased
Julius Caesar by saying: “Veni, vidi, Deus
vicit” – “I came, I saw, God conquered.”

After the Battle of Vienna

In modern language, the Battle of Vi-
enna “took the wind out of the sails” of the
Turks. An Ottoman historian, Silahdar Find-
iklili Mehmen Agha (1658-1723), described the
battle as an “enormous defeat and failure for
the Empire, the most disastrous one to have
taken place since the foundation of the Ot-
toman statehood in 1299.” The Ottomans lost
more than 20,000 men; mostly in the battle
with Sobieski. The Europeans lost about 3,500

men including about 1,300 Poles. In addition,
the Ottomans lost most of their local Wal-
lachian and Moldavian allies. George Duens,
Prince of Moldavia was captured during the
battle while the forces of Servan Cantacuzino,
the prince of Wallachia, joined the retreat after
Sobieski’s cavalry charge. On December 25,
1683, Kara Mustafa Pasha, the Ottoman leader
of the battle, was executed in Belgrade for his
failure to achieve victory.

There were a few additional battles after
Vienna and prior to the final Battle of Podhajce
and the resulting Treaty of Karlowitz. In most
cases it appears as if the winners at Vienna
were attempting to press their advantage but
even the city of Venice got into the act. 

In 1687, Venice attacked Athens, which
had been conquered by the Ottomans. The Ot-
tomans turned the ancient Parthenon into an
ammunition storehouse. A Venetian mortar hit
the Parthenon, detonating the Ottoman gun-
powder, and partially destroying it.

During this period, Poland tried twice to
move against Moldova which is located east of
Romania and south of the Ukraine. Moldova
had fought on the side of the Ottoman Turks
and the area was still somewhat of a Turkish
stronghold. Jan Sobieski rode into Moldova in
1686 but the Ottomans refused a major engage-
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In what might be called one of the more un-
usual battles of the Great Turkish War, Venice
attacked Athens which was then held by the Ot-
toman Turks. The Parthenon was damaged be-
cause the Turks were storing gunpowder there.



ment and harassed the Polish troops. Sobieski
mounted another offensive into Moldova in
1691 but results were not much better.

The Habsburgs had more success with
the Battle on Zenta in 1697. Following their vic-
tory with the Battle of Vienna, the Habsburgs
increased their military to include German,
Austrian and Hungarian troops. Prince Eu-
gene of Savoy was given his first independent
command of the troops. He immediately began
to concentrate the troops near Petrovaradin so
he could attack the Ottomans in Belgrade, a
major location for them. The Ottomans refused
to engage in battle around Belgrade in August
and in September moved north to attack the
fortress of Szeged.

On September 11, 1697 the Ottoman
army began to ford the river Tisa near Zenta,
not realizing that the Hungarian Imperial
Army was nearby. Prince Eugene split his
troops. One group concentrated on an intense
artillery bombardment of the Turks. Ottoman
troops fled to the bridge where they were
slaughtered by more Austrian artillery fire.
The left flank of the Imperial Army penetrated
between the camp and the bridge, cutting off
their retreat. 

Barely 1,000 Ottoman solders escaped
alive. More than 10,000 Ottoman troops
drowned in the Tisa River and another 20,000
Ottoman troops were slaughtered on the bat-
tlefield. The Imperial Army lost 500 men, but
got the Ottoman royal treasure chest, 87 can-
non, a train of camels, the state seal of the Ot-
toman Empire and even the Sultan’s harem.
Expectedly, Prince Eugene was well regarded
after this.

The Battle of Podhajce

This brings is up to the Battle of Podha-
jce. Known as Podhajce in Polish and Pidhalitsi
in Ukrainian, this community is located ap-
proximately 391 kilometers or 243 miles east of
Borz´cin. The two communities have a lot in
common. Up until 1375 both were part of Gali-
cia and from then until 1772 both were part of
Poland. Both were small cities or large villages.
Both were owned or controlled by a noble fam-
ily. In 1641, Podhajce became the property of
the Potocki family.

The major difference is that Borz´cin
was mainly a farming community while Pod-
hajce was a commercial center on trade routes
going east to Asia and south to Romania and
Greece. Podhajce apparently had problems
over the years with invaders and hence several
of their buildings, including their churches,
were fortified. They also had some type of
water rows, possibly moats, to discourage in-
vaders. These worked in keeping the Ottoman
Turks out in an earlier attempted invasion in
1655.

Another difference is that Podhajce had
a large Jewish community, possibly as much as
40 percent of the population at its high point.
There was a Synagogue in town. The Jewish
population was decimated during World War
II by being sent to concentration camps or sim-
ply being shot and killed in town. A book was
written covering the Jewish community of
Podhajce and their trials and tribulations.

Historically, there were two battles in
Podhajce, one in 1667 and the one involving
our family name in 1698 that marked the end
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This modern road map
shows the distance from
Borz´cin to Podhajce; 391
kilometers or 243 miles.
Both villages were previ-
ously part of Galicia and in
1698 both were part of
Poland.



of hostilities. The 1667 battle was an early con-
frontation for Jan Sobieski prior to his devel-
opment of the Hussar Cavalry. He led a group
made up of 3,000 soldiers and 6,000 armed vil-
lagers supported by 18 multiple guns. The
Poles were  attacked by a force consisting of
16,000-20,000 Tatars, 15,000 Cossacks and 3,000
Janissaries plus 12 guns.  Sobieski defended
Podhajce while it was being besieged by the
Cossack-Tatar forces until they retreated.

The 1698 Battle of Podhajce essentially
became the last conflict of the Great Turkish
War. There is a book on the battle but it is writ-
ten in Polish, so it is of no help to me. What in-
formation I have uncovered is that in spite of
the fact that the Ottoman Turks had already
suffered substantially in recent battles, they
were concerned about another possible Polish
attack on Moldova. This is the reason given for
sending a force of about 14,000 men under Qa-
plan I Giray to attack Podhajce.

Frankly, much of this fails to make much
sense to me. Since there was no major Polish
force in the area of Podhajce that I know of,
there seems to be little reason to attack the vil-
lage. And, if the Ottoman Turks were serious
about stopping a major Polish force, why send
only 14,000 troops, less than 1/10 those em-
ployed at the Battle of Vienna?

It appears that the defense was more
local than national. In charge of the Polish
troops was Field Crown Hetman Feliks Kaz-
imierz Potocki from the family that owned
Podhajce. Others joined in to defend the city,
presumably including a group from nearby
Borz´cin. The battle took place on September
8 and 9, 1698 when the Poles repelled the
Tatars. A report on the battle says that the
Poles were unable to chase the retreating
Tatars because they only had a limited number
of cavalry.

All of this resulted in the famous Treaty
of Karlowitz that was signed on January 26,
1699 in Sremski Karlovci in modern day Ser-
bia. In addition to the Ottoman Empire, signers
included the Holy League of 1684, a coalition
of the Holy Roman Empire, the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, the Republic of
Venice and Peter the Great, Czar of Russia. An
all-star cast as they would say in the movies.
With some exceptions, each country or power
retained what they currently held (which did
not last long in some cases) while the Ottoman
Turks retained some holdings in Europe but
became more defensive and less offensive.

The P∏achno Name

According to what information I was
given that came from a book in the Borz´cin
Manor House, our P∏achno name originated at
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This painting shows the Battle of Podhajce of
1698 where our family name originated. Field
Crown Hetman Feliks Kazimierz Potocki de-
feated the attacking Turks with a smaller force.

The Treaty of Karlowitz was signed in the Peace
Chapel (Kapela mira) in Stremski Karlovci in
modern day Serbia.



the 1698 Battle of Podhajce. It appears that a
serf, presumably one who worked the land but
did not own it, distinguished himself in battle
by bravely chasing away the opposition from
the lord of the Borz´cin manor house, or pos-
sibly his son, at a critical point in the battle.
Had the lord of the manor house fallen off of
his horse? Was he cornered? Was he sur-
rounded? We don’t know. 

What we do know is that our ancestor
was called “one who chases away” and the
P∏achno name means this. We do not know
whether the lord of the manor house intention-
ally gave him the name P∏achno or rather was
it just a commendation that turned into a nick-
name that turned into a surname? You need to
understand that a serf being named by the lord
of the manor house at that time would have
carried a great deal of weight. If the lord of the
manor house said “from now on your name
will be P∏achno,” that name would have stuck.
The fact that our ancestor was then brought
into the Borz´cin manor house to live tended
to put some formality on the entire event and
name.

While I have found no records on the
name of the first Plachno, and some records
seem to be missing on a few of the early rela-
tives, what there is tends to support the cir-
cumstances around the P∏achno name. There

are church records on an Andrzej P∏achno born
about 1708 and a Regina P∏achno who would
have been born at approximately that same
time. These would be children of the first
P∏achno and were probably born in the
Borz´cin manor house. Our first P∏achno could
have been as young as 16 or 18 at the time of
the battle. After moving into the manor house
he eventually took a wife and started a family.

Andrzej had a son named Franciszek
born in 1733. He was listed as a knight of the
court and was most likely what we would call
the major domo of the manor house. Fran-
ciszek’s son Szymon was born in 1776 and
records suggest he was born in the manor
house. But he is also shown as a landowner.
Hence, it appears that this is the generation
that left the manor house and took up farming
in Jagniówka, a rural area just north of
Borz´cin. Either he bought the land or it was
given to him by the lord of the manor.

I might mention that it is obvious that
there are several missing records I have yet to
find. For example, there are later records nam-
ing a Stanislaw P∏achno and a Jan P∏achno.
They could have been related to Franciszek but
I have yet to find a connection. My parents re-
peatedly talked about “the other side” of the
P∏achno family and hence it appears to have
branched off in these early days.
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The Catholic Church in Podhajce is shown in
this 1915 photo. Historical records indicate
that many of the buildings in Podhajce were
fortified to withstand attack.

The Synagogue in Podhajce  was also fortified.
The Jewish population of Podhajce suffered
greatly during World War II and were shipped
to concentration camps or killed.



Saving Europe – The Second Time

Poland saved Europe from being domi-
nated by the Ottoman Turks and Islam when
Polish King Jan Sobieski and his Hussar Cav-
alry rode down from Warsaw and rescued Vi-
enna in 1683 in what has been called the largest
cavalary charge ever. In spite of the fact that
the second time is more recent, it appears to be
much less known and does not even appear in
some history books.

Following World War I, the Commu-
nists took over Russia. With much of Europe
in bad shape and rebuilding after the war,
Vladimer Lenin of Communist Russia made
plans to extend Communism west into Europe.
He said that the shortest route to Berlin and
Paris lay through Warsaw. Plans were to take
over Poland and Warsaw and then connect
with sympathetic Germans to extend Commu-
nism into Europe. As a result, Red Army forces
invaded Poland in the summer of 1920 with
the intention of taking over Warsaw as a base
to bring Communism to Europe.

Poland had only recently regained its in-
dependence as a separate country following
World War I. Although fiercely nationalistic,
Polish forces were not only vastly outnum-
bered by the Red Army forces but were ill-
equipped. In trying to quickly assemble a
Polish army, the guns and other equipment
had come from different countries and sources.
Ammunition that fit one type of gun would
not fit others.

The initial encounters forced the Polish
troops to retreat. They were both outgunned
and outnumbered. Most observers expected a
quick Russian victory. Foreign ambassadors
feared the worst and evacuated Warsaw. Only
two remained: England and the Vatican. The
only advantage was that the ever-resourceful
Poles had managed to break the Russian mili-
tary codes as early as 1919. Hence, they had a
pretty good idea of what the Russians planned
to do  and how their forces would be situated.
Josef Pi∏sudski, the Polish Chief of State, came
up with a plan to take advantage of this.

The plan was called “amateurish” by
high ranking army officers and military ex-
perts on the scene from other countries. But,
with the lack of much in the way of viable al-
ternatives, it went ahead. A copy of the plan
actually reached the Soviet intelligence, but it
was discarded as being a poor deception at-
tempt. Pi∏sudski resigned his various govern-
ment positions on the assumption that he
would not live to return and then went about
putting the plan in action.

One Soviet military radio operation was
knocked out and another was neutralized by
Warsaw Radio reading the Book of Genesis on
their frequency. Hence, the Soviet troops con-
tinued to do what they had been ordered.
Meanwhile, Pi∏sudski organized a forced
march and an attack into a weak left flank of
the Soviets that was very successful. The Red
Army suffered terrible loses. There were about
15,000 dead, 500 missing, 10,000 wounded and
65,000 captured. Polish losses were about 4,500
killed, 22,000 wounded and 10,000 missing. 

The Red Army returned to the east and
Europe was saved from Communism. Poland
remained independent, at least until Hitler ar-
rived in 1939.
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The Soviet Army rides in to conquer Warsaw in
1920 on their way to Western Europe. For the
second time, the Poles were responsible for
saving Europe – this time from Communism.


